II.

THE CHRISTIAN CONCEPTION OF GOD
His Existenée,

None of ug doubt God's existence in the least. There are those who say, "How do you
know there is a God?% Therefore, we shall consider some rezsons for bellieving that
there is a God. Among the proofs of His existence are the following: —-—

1. Yhilosophical and Theological.

(1) Argument from cause.
Thie means reasoning from the effect back to the cause. This argument has been
stated as follows: WEvery effect must have an adequate cause. The world is an
effect. Therefors, the world must have had a cause oubside of itself adequale
to account for its existence.® Things about us demend an explanation as to how
they came into existence, so we conclude that there was a (reator, ¥ho is
called God.

(2) Arzument from design. .
This means ressoning from the design to the designer. This arguoment has been
stated as follows: #Whatever gives proof of design must have had a designer.
The uwniverse glves proof of design., ?herefore, the universe must have had a
Designér.® The only cause for design in the universe is God.

{3) Eryument from universal belief. :
This means reasoning from man's intuitive idea of God to One who corresponds

to that idea. In all ages and everywhere there has been a belief in the existence

of a God or gods to whom man is responsible and to whom propitiation needs %o
be made. & tribe or natien or race of people has never been found which did
not have some concevtion of a Supreme Being. The universality of the dides of
God in the mind of man implies His actual existence.

() Argument from the Bible. .
The Secriptures do not attempt to prove God's existence. From this fact we
infer that no proof of His existence is qecded. However, the Scriptures
everyshere assume or affirm that there is a God. They do so in announcing
His creatorsihip. Genesis 1l:1. They declare His existence in Calilng one a

fool who denies it. Psalm 1lizl.
2. mAperimental.

Bexlevers in Christ readily sccept and are glad to know these other proofs of
secondary importance. But to them, their personal experiences with Him mekes the
question of His exisience umnecessary and absurd. They lmow there is a God be-
cause they have dealt with Him. Their knowledge is vital and certain.

His Essence.

God is a Spirit. John hi2hi. He does not have a body or the limitations of matter.
There is no wmaterial element in His being. He is incorporeal (Meaning without outward
form) and invisible. '

Hiod is the infinite and perfect Spirit in whom all things have their source, support
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and end.! (Strong's Systematic Theology, page 52). The word "Spirit! denotes
individuality and intelligence.

To describe God in terms suited to our understanding, we say that He 1s 2 person.
There are three elements of personality: —- 1ntallect, or the power of thinking;
sensibility, or the power of feeling; and volition, or the power of willing.
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If it can be proved that to God are ascribed operations of intellect, sensibility
and will, then we can prove that He is a person. Hote a few passages inscribing
to Him —

1. The power of-intellect.
Jeremiah 29:11, Acts 15:18.

2+ The power of feeling.
Psalm 33:5, Psalm 1033:8-13, Hebrews 12:29, James 5:il.

3. The power of will.
Psalm 115:3, Isaiah h6:30-11.

So God is a being who thinks, feels and wills. Therefore, He is not simply a force
or an influence, bult a person. :

IiT. His .&ttributes.

An attribute is a guality which inheres in the very essence of a person of a thinge.
When applied to God an aviribute means an essential, permanent and distinguishing
charzciepistic or cuality which inheres in the divine essence. Wis attributes are

ingeparable from His nature.
1. Hig natural attribuies.

{1} Self-existence.
The ground of our existence is ouitside of us, bui God does not derive His being
from an outside source. He is not dependent on the world for life.

(2) Spiritnalitye.
He is spirit and not matter, therefore, He is independent of time and space.

(3) Immmutebiiity.
God is above the possibility of change in nature, purpose, will, .or counsels
Psaln 102:26~27, Malachi 3:6, James 1:17.

(i) Omnipresences
Being Spirit, He is not confined to any ome place. There 1s no place in this
world where Me is not. This truth, of His omnipresence, is most encouraging
and comforting to the believer in Christ, and yet most sobering in effect on
his conducta Psdlm 139:7-310, deremish 23 23“@4.

(%) Omniscience. 7
Omniscience is perfect knowledge of all things actual and possible.
I John 3:20, Job 37:16, Psalm 1L7:5. =
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HNote- 50 exarples of God's omniscisnce: —-

d. God knows all thst ocecurs in every place.
Proverbs 15:3.

b. God knows the imaginations and thoughts of men.
Genesig 6:5, Chronicles 28:9.

c. God knows all the experiences ol men.
Psalm 139:2-3, Proverbs 5:21.

d. God knows every word that man speaks.
Pgalm 139:k. :

e, God knows all human sSorrows.
Excdus 3:7.
In due time He proves both His xnowle&ge and His concern.
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Omnipoternce. : .
By this we mean that God is mnlimited in His power to do anything which is
consistent with His nature and purnose and will, all-of which ave perfect.

a. All nature is subject to His will =nd word.
Genesis 1:3.
b. Al1l men are subject to His will and word.
Jares L:lZ.
A wise person recogrizes God's will and is submiBsive thereto, thus becom—
ing the recipient of happiness. . T
c. All ansels are subject to God's will and word.
Psalm 1035:20.

Eternity. _
God never began and can never cease to De. He always was, He is, and always.

will be. Exodus 3:1l, Psalm 901 1l=2. With Him there is no past, present or
future. They are before Him as one eternal now. ‘



